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north, crowded dwellings, remarkable in no
respect, except being terraced by flat roofs, and
generally built of stone. On the south are some
gardens and vineyards, with the long red mosque
of Al Sakhara, having two tiers of windows, a
sloping roof, and a dark dome at one end, and
the mosque of Sion on the Sepulchre of David,
in the same quarter. On the west is seen the high
square, castle, and palace of the same monarch,
near the Bethlehem Gate. In the centre-rise
the two cupolas, of unequal form and size; the
one blue, and the other white, covering the
church of the Holy Sepulchre. Around, in
different directions, are seen the minarehs of
eight or ten mosques, amid an assemblage of
about two thousand dwellings. And on the
east is seated the great mosque of Al Harrem,
or, as called by Christians, the Mosque of
Solomon, from being supposed, with that of Al
Sakhara near it, to occupy the site of the ancient
temple of that splendid and luxurious king*
This mosque of Al Harrem is an octagonal
building, with numerous windows, and sur-
mounted by a dome, of the form of that of
St. Paul's, hi London, and about half the size.
The whole stands in the centre of a large paved
square, to which there are several entrances
through arcades. Beyond these again is a large